132   THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

sick of the palsy, for example, placed in the scheme
at the end of this book among the lessons for pupils
aged six and seven, involves in a living and interesting
way the truths that in certain instances sickness
follows as a result of sin and that God forgives the
penitent. Teaching concerning the final judgment
is found from experience to be healthily compre-
hended and assimilated from the parables of The
Ten Virgins and The Tares, placed in the syllabus
for the season of Advent in the lessons for children
of nine. In this way, with careful selection according
to age, observation shews that the spiritual truths
underlying such lessons are readily understood, while
the more definite formulation and the more detailed
significance of their spiritual nature in all its bearings,
as dealt with in preceding pages, may best be treated
at the age of about twelve or thirteen.

In whatever class of society the children may move
it is our duty to teach from the earliest years the
truths of the life to come so that when the individual
is brought into actual contact with death it may have
something of its true significance, with neither a drab
materialism nor with characteristics favourable to an
emotional shock that may have life-long adverse
effects. The whole question has not been sufficiently
investigated, and many of us are awaiting the further
help that the psychologist can give after exhaustive
examination *; but the present writer is of the
opinion that the only safe and healthy course is to
give to the little ones from their earliest years a

1 As indicating lines of investigation and for a small amount
of evidence, see Appendix I., The Effect upon the Mind of Contact
with Death, p. 193.